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3 fa T è 
==> ~ | Woman tosses the fridge for love 
Recently some old ladies have been getting by puncturing her former lover’s Pocahantas 
extremely cross. In Derbyshire, England, grand- beach ball with a hat pin, and swiftly progressed 
mother Hazel Salt hospitalized two muggers to vandalizing his Simmer frame with a sledge 


after they accosted her outside her martial arts hammer. When he refused to resume their rela- 
You can always talk to us. We're here to listen, club. “She breaks bricks with her head,” tionship, however, she decided drastic measures 
24 hours a day. explained her trainer, “so a couple of yobs were were needed, dropping a mini-fridge on him 
About everyday problems or maior crises. no problem.” In Madeira, Spain, meanwhile, when he passed underneath her fourth floor $ 
Caring, compassionate, and totally confidential. octogenarian Edna Buggage tried to kill her balcony. “It landed about two inches in front of OUR 
We're in your corner. Portuguese lover with a refrigerator. Mrs me,” recalled Mr. Virgo, “which is when I decided 
24 hour distress line. Buggage, 84, was incensed when playboy we ought to get back together, for my own pro- VOIE 
482-H ELP(4357) ye Fernando Virgo, wi jilted her in favour of some- tection. . The ways of love a op and vio- AUGUST | 
THE et one younger. “I wasn’t bitter,” she explained, lent,” opined a cheerful Mrs Buggage. + 
NETWORK “I just wanted to hurt the bastard.” She began 1996 


Edmonton's Distress Centre 


m Pugnacious pounds pumpkins to pulp 


: It’s all been going horribly wrong with cats. In onto the railings and reached out to him.” 
Earth and Environmental going horribly wrong g 


London, Bernard Mitchell was advised to buy Unfortunately, as she did so, Mrs Daley lost her 


C onsu It j n g 5 E rvi ces W 0 pl d W i d [sm oneto help relieve his anxiety. Unfortunately balance and fell forward, knocking her beloved 


he is now being evicted because his lease doesn’t pet off his ledge and sending them both tumbling 


st am ee Assessments oe Snae- allow him to keep pets. Still more traumatic were earthwards where, by an amazing stroke of luck, 
nvironmental Au e Contaminant Assessmen Fe c : ERER : S ia aa = ie 
Soll & Groundwater Remediation Public Participation the experiences of Australian Marjorie Daley, she landed in a dumper full of rotten pumpkins 
Waste Management * Hydrogeology who fell 100 feet from her apartment whilst and survived. Not so, unfortunately, 
Occupational Health & Safety * Asbestos rescuing her cat Pugnacious. Mrs. Daley, 42, of Pugnacious, who hit the pumpkins slightly 
Indoor Air * Socio-economical Assessments Sydney, was standing on her 9th-floor balcony ahead of his owner and was squashed when she 
Air Quality Assessments 7 Analytical Chemistry when she noticed Pusnacious stuck on 4 ledge. landed on top of him. “He was my evervthinys ” 
e Geotechnical Engineering ¢ Environmental Chemistry a p A s : eae A ahs 
Soils & Materials Testing + Materials Engineering I shouted Come to mama, i ugnacious: sne sald a Sanu IVITS Paley, but now he’s a corpse 
recalled, “But he was too scared, so I climbed covered in pumpkin pith.” < 


A 
Earth & Environmental | Spine oustomers need a little help 


CALGARY EDMONTON 
Phone: 248-4331 Phone: 436-2152 Some salespeople are going to increasingly `I don’t want anything’, and he said “Then I'll 
Fax: 248-2188 Fax: 435-8425 extreme lengths to sell their wares. In Durham, have to tie you up’.” True to his word, Mr. 
221 - 18 St. S.E., 4810-93 Street, England, two window salesmen threatened to Timmoto bundled a protesting Mr. Fermi into 
Calgary, AB T2E 6J5 Edmonton, AB T6E 5M4 burn down an old man’s shed after he hid inside a back room where he tied him to a radiator, 
from them. “Force is a vital part of sales,” said thereafter subjecting him to a 72-hour sales 
one of them. Such was certainly the opinion of pitch on the merits of sandalwood potpourri 
; Genoese shop owner Enrico Timmoto who boxes until, in desperation, he agreed to pur- 
WE'RE WAITING FOR YOUR CALL imprisoned a man for three days when he chase a single candle, whereupon he was 
i refused to purchase a scented beeswax candle. released. “Customers often need help to make 
The Career Information Hotline is a toll-free telephone career Trouble started when customer Alberto Fermi up their minds,” explained Mr. Timmoto. 
information and referral service, accessible to all Albertans. attempted to leave without purchasing any- “Especially with our new range of holistic 


thing. “He stopped me and said, `Your have to beeswax night lights.” + 


a” 


Do- you need information about: buy something’,” explained Mr. Fermi. “I said 


e Career planning? + Resume preparation? 
+ Occupations? e Educational funding? 


a Ld (d e 

e Educational & training options? * Job search techniques? 

e Identifying appropriate contacts and referrals? Ii river | ) ed mo oris 
If you require assistance regarding any of these areas, 


go ahead, make that call. DEDI zX Pat : : 
Ability to see is always useful when driving. less Spaniard, “but she kept crashing, so I decid- 


Iber According to new statistics, however, more than ed it would be safer if I took the wheel.” 
A id seven million British motorists have such poor Thereafter Mr. Pinto chugged to work each day 
ADVANCED EDUCATION eyesight they can’t make out the road in front of at a steady 40 mph, guided by his own innate 
AND CAREER DEVELOPMENT z : : 
them. “It’s been a real eye-opener,” sniggered sense of sound, smell and “nasty lurking police- 
To access the Career Information Hotline, call: one researcher. We have yet, however, to witness men”. In all that time he never once had an 
1-800-661-3753 (in Alberta) anyone like Spaniard José Pinto of Madrid, who, accident, and might well have continued thus 
422-4266 (in Edmonton) despite being 99 per cent blind, has nonetheless had he not been involved ina collision with a 
driven to work every day for the last 10 years. deaf motorist. “It was my fault entirely,” conced- 


422-5283 (hearing impaired clients in Edmonton) 


“Originally i re,” explaine sight- latter. “I didn’t hear him coming.” <% 
1-800-232-7215 (relay message service in Alberta) Originally my wife drove,” explained the sight- ed the latter. “I didn’t hear him coming 


Above articles compiled by Paul Sussman in The Big Issue, London England’s street-sold magazine. 
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VENDOR > Profile 


Making ends meet is pretty important and 
one’s savings can shrink fast. It was about 
Easter this year when a friend told Lennie 
Chase about Our Voice. 
Lennie had hopes of playing baseball again 
but he needed to cover living expenses 
until the season started. So he called on 
the Calgary Our Voice distribution 
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Cre LPS DADELS 2nd De nice 


people,” said the distribution coordinator, 


and assigned him the corner at 5th 


Avenue and 3rd Street S.W. 


Te not hard for an outgoing guy like 
Lennie. Fit and willing and not too proud to 
stand for hours holding up a paper, Lennie says, 
“Some days are gonna be good, and some days are 
gonna 
be bad. But the good days outweigh the bad days 
anyways. I meet business people. They are nice, not 
too busy. They are not coming down on you with 
negative ideas like: ‘Why don’t you get a job?’ They 
say hello and wish you well. This is a job. I have no 
immediate plans for anything else. 

“Tve played baseball practically all my life,” says 
Lennie, who’s now 40. He keeps in shape and doesn’t 
drink or smoke. Yes, he’s pitching with the Calgary 


The people who bring 
you OUR VOICE 


This newspaper exists because of 
the efforts of the people who sell it 
to you on the street, the vendors. 
For our vendors OUR VOICE is 
a job that helps them to be inde- 
pendent and self-employed. Each 


issue we highlight one of our ven- 
dors in Vendor Profile to let you 

know a little bit about the people 
who bring you OUR VOICE. + 


Cardinals again. He has friendships with the 
Cardinals that date back 20 years and he was voted 
their Most Valuable Player in 1977-78. In high school 
he pitched for two school world series games: in Gary, 
Indiana when he was 15 and Fort Lauderdale, Florida, 


when he was 18. He also played football, as a fullback. 


After Grade 13 in Ontario, Lennie worked for a 
year then came out west with friends in 1977. He’s 
an experienced glass cutter, cab driver and handy- 
man/hotel worker. He also studied for a couple of 
years at Brandon University. While there he played 
to the championships on a native reserve team, the 
Sandy Bay Trappers. 


| VOICE 
Authorized 
Vendor 


You couldn’t avoid being involved in 
sports in his hometown neighbourhood, 
Lennie says. “Kids would envy where | 
grew up,” he says. “It was an ideal setting 
central to everything. We lived right across 
from the Windsor Arena, right downtown, 
with city hall, malls, three ice rinks in win- 
ter and even the police station.” 

He credits his mother’s devotion to her 
family and her strong Christian faith for 
the kind of person he is today. “Her Bible 
seemed to be just an extension of her hand 
at times,” he says. “She taught us right val- 
ues and she was always there. Supper was 
there at five o'clock every day and every- 
thing that had to be done in a home was 
done every day.” Lennie and his five 


younger sisters, all born a year apart, still 


four foot three inches - who passed away 
three years ago at Christmas. “She was 
Mum when she was the authority but she 
was Gloria when she was telling you about 
life. She was a real friend.” His father still 
lives in Windsor and had quadruple 
bypass surgery recently. 

Lennie’s dream is to be self-sufficient 
on a small acreage with a few chickens, a couple of 
sheep and pigs, and a greenhouse. “In the city you 
depend on everybody. You need a job to hire people 
because you don’t have time, or you're too tired to fix 
your car or paint your house. In the country you can 
learn to do things with your hands yourself. You 
don’t need money. You have more time to do things.” 
And it’s a lot quieter than the city. 


But, from the street, he says “I'd like to thank the 
people who get a paper from me and those who say 
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hello. They’re the reason I go out there and sell.” + 


Vendor Name 


Number 
Authorized by _ 


OUR VOICE VENDOR’S CODE 
e | will be sober at all times while working F 
e | will be polite to all members of the public 
e | will vend only in areas that are authorized 


All OUR VOICE vendors are required to wear an ID badge (contents above) and abide by a code of conduct. 
If you have any comments about our vendors, phone our distribution manager in your city (see page 5). 


Do landlords have 


egarding your editorial in the June 
15 issue on Protection against 


Discrimination: I would like to ask 
the question “Who protects the landlord’s 
right to have their rents paid?” In the past 
six years of the rental business I have 
heard every excuse under the sun why a 
welfare recipient can’t pay their rent this 
month and 99 percent of the time when 
I've had to evict for non-payment of rent 
I have found the apartment to be in a 
filthy disgusting state, beer cans all over 
and ashtrays full. They can’t pay their rent 
but they can afford to buy beer. They can’t 
afford to buy food but they can afford to 
buy cigarettes. Not only do they buy these 
items but a taxi takes them to the store! I 
have personally seen cases where welfare 
recipients got their cheques, had a two- 
day party, drinking, etc. and the following 
week were down at the food bank saying 
they had no money for food! 


We are owed so much money by these 
people that it’s not even funny. We are 
told by the Landlord and Tenant Advisory 
Board that this is the business we are in, 
take our claims to court. Now I ask you, 
“How does a person get blood from a 
stone?” We get a judgeme ainst the 

or the rent, the paper 
it’s written on. Our legal system is a joke. 
It’s all geared up against the landlord 


GRIZZLY TRAIL 
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May the Creator guide your footsteps 
on the Pow Wow Trail 


Sacred Heart 
CHURCH OF THE 
FIRST PEOPLES 


10821 - 96 Street, Edmonton, Alberta 
Ph: (403)422-3052 Fax: (403)423-0176 


Order our Station of the Cross 
Collector Series Postcards — Available Now! 


Phone (403) 624-8722 


before we start. When we ask Social 
Services to send the rent cheque straight 
to the landlord, we are told that the client 
has human rights to control their own 
money and it’s up to them whether they 
pay the rent or not. I want to know what 
rights a landlord has to get his rents paid? 
It seems to me that we are the ones being 
discriminated against. Landlords are told 
they have obligations to see that the ten- 
ant has a clean, safe healthy place to live 
in. There are regulations, codes to be 
adhered to, but it seems that a renter has 
no obligations when it comes to his end 
of the agreement. I wonder what the ten- 
ant would do if the landlord didn’t pay 
the taxes, mortgages, utilities, insurance, 
waste disposal, etc. 


Remember, without landlords people 
would not have places to live. I am sick 
and tired of welfare people crying discrim- 
ination. If they paid their rent and left 
their places clean then landlords would 
have no qualms about renting to them. 


Landlords do not discriminate against 
poor people, they discriminate against not 
getting their rents paid and people leaving 


LESLEY MILLER 
EDMONTON 
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10412 - 101 Street 
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dirt and damage. This is my opinion and 
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A clean planet is a 
challenge for all of us 


lberta Through the Eyes of 
Women was a conference, cov- 
ered by Linda Dumont in the 


June 1 issue, under the title “20 years of 


feminism - Who is a feminist?” 


Although I feel that “more than one 
hundred women from all over the 
province” doesn’t quite represent the 
women of Alberta, and I still don’t know 
who is a feminist, | would like to com- 
ment on one of the topics raised. 


The conference worked on “...the right 
to have clean air, water and space...”. Who 
is expected to guarantee, or realize this 
right? Obviously the government. How 
can a government -not being a strict dic- 
tatorship with closed frontiers- guarantee 
this? It cannot. 


Man-made chemicals are everywhere: 
in the food, soil, water, clothes, home 
medications, detergents, with a number 
ageous effects. Women do not 


information as is possible to ban harmful 
ingredients. Admittedly, chemistry is a 


oef paid? 


rather tough science to study and not 
favoured by female students. 

Why don’t women use one of the 
greatest powers they have, their buying 
power, to make producers use less chemi- 
cals? Obviously because of convenience 
and looks. 


A food store used to carry unbleached, OUR 
non-whitened toilet and household paper. 
It was brownish looking. Bleach and opti- 
cal whitener penetrate the skin, they are 
not supposed to be in the body. But the 
supply of brownish paper was discontin- 1996 
ued, guess why, because of little demand. 
It doesn’t look so nice. 


VOICE 
AUGUST | 


What is making up a huge portion of 
our garbage dumps? Plastic, especially 
carrier bags and wrapping. Why are they 
used? Because it’s convenient. 


Don’t you think women could change 
this and related issues to a large extent? 
They would live an example for their 
children at the same time. It seems that 
women who are pulling the strings in 
quite a number of women’s associations 
tend to follow the easy way by putting the 
blame on government and claiming the 


DORIS MEYER 
EDMONTON 


RECRUITMENT DRIVE FOR FOSTER PARENTS 


CULTURALLY-SENSITIVE AND SAFE NATIVE HOMES 


FOR URBAN NATIVE CHILDREN NEEDED 


The Children’s Tipi Program was established in November, 1992, to help preserve 
Aboriginal families by providing services intended to minimize the increasing 
number of children being taken into care by the Province of Alberta (Child Welfare). 


We are now recruiting, training and assessing Native persons interested in becoming 
long-term foster parents to Native Children. As well, we continue to recruit and train 
short-term emergency caregivers (Safe-Home Providers and In-Home Support Workers). 


If you are interested in becoming a caregiver in the Children’s Tipi Program or a 
Foster Parent in the Foster Care program, please contact Faye or Melvina at 
(403) 777-2263 or by mail at 


THE CALGARY INDIAN FRIENDSHIP CENTRE 
140 - 2nd AVENUE SW 
CALGARY, AB T2P 0B9 


Eligibility Criteria: 

e Understanding and acceptance of Aboriginal cultural values, traditions, and beliefs 

e Willingness to provide emergency care or long-term foster care to Aboriginal 
children in crisis 

e Commitment to attend and complete the required training 

e Ability to meet program standards for caregivers and foster parents 

e Commitment to self-development and self-care in order to provide help for others 


Lets have 
some humanity 


fellow was arrested on suspicion of ... 
sis!!! And the media’s glaring eye watched it 
carefully. The poor fellow became a public leper, 
as the police, masked and rubber-gloved, led him away. 


tuberculo 


They weren't taking any chances, even though he 
was not considered infectious and, as it turned out, he 
had already been cured of TB. 

The news coverage effectively dehumanized the man, 
made him into an infectious animal, like a rabid wolf. 

But the fact is, as you can read in this issue's feature 
story, the fellow’s eighty-eight year-old mother depend- 
ed on him for her care. When he was quarantined for a 
day, she was left without support. He has a family, con- 
nections, people who need him and count on him. 


A recently recounted tale of horror has “street peo- 
ple” picked up, murdered and never missed. They had 
disappeared and nobody thought anything of it. The 
murderers were never brought to justice, as no one 
even noticed the vicious crime. But underlying this 
story is a belief that “street people” are totally alone, 


are less nan human. 

But it isn’t like that. Everyone has family and 
friends, nearby or sometimes further away. Everyone, 
even if they have “No fixed address”, is connected to 
other people. 


In Regina a homeless man died on the railway 
tracks. He made the national news because the authori- 
ties were absolutely unable to identify him. It was so 
rare, exceptional, that a man didn’t have family looking 
for him, that it was newsworthy. 


But newsworthiness has to keep in some human- 
ness, so we don’t forget that, even if they are on TV, 
they have a mother, friends, and people in their lives. 


No excuse for violence 


t was a harsh bit of news when an Our Voice seller 
i in Edmonton was jailed recently following an alter- 
cation with a wheelchair bound Our Voice seller. 
Apparently the fellow slapped the wheelchair vendor, 
who uses his mouth to steer and direct his chair. 
He’s quadriplegic. There’s just no excuse for this behav- 
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iour, and legal action was the thing to do. 

“I realize I do have an alcohol problem,” the vendor 
told court, when he apologized for his actions. He’s in 
jail, nonetheless. 

Our Voice distribution does everything we can to 
ensure vendors behave well on the street. Vendors are 
strictly prohibited from drinking “on the job”and they 
are “cut off” if they do. We also attempt as much as 
possible to avoid conflict between vendors. Their paper 
sales are important to them, their livelihood, how they 
eat. Crowding another vendor's territory can be like tak- 
ing bread from the mouths of their children. So sales 
locations are assigned, and monitored. For the most 
part we avoid conflicts. 

But we can’t keep every wild card from slipping 
through. And we don’t think anyone should be let off 
the hook for inexcusable behaviour. People who sell 
this newspaper are as accountable for their actions as 
any citizen. 

At the same time, we know this story is the excep- 

1 ill the > lor re rte ite 
id people who are p eased To ave QISCOVE Od 
way to work for themselves. When one vendor's 
behaviour casts a pall over the work of all of them, it 
really is inexcusable. ¢ 


KEITH WILEY 


Turned to stone 


This down-in-the mouth 
Our Voice vendor statue was 
fidgeted up by talented 
former volunteer Jody 
Timoffee. Cheer up fellow. 
Actually, you’d be glum too, 
if your head were down 
below your shoulders. The 
poor statue had a tumble, 
cracked his neck and is now 
resting his disembodied head 


on his newspaper! 
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OUR VOICE welcomes your contribution. 


VOLUME 3 


Letters sent to the editor are assumed to be for publication, 
unless otherwise indicated. OUR VOICE welcomes 
written submissions, particularly those on IBM or Mac 
compatible computer disk, cartoons, photographs or 
artwork. OUR VOICE cannot accept responsibility 


The spare change newspaper 


True stories & 
other scary things 


ome amazing true stories came along for 
this issue of our paper. The tuberculosis 
scare and arrest covered by Mike Walters 
is a frightening look at the “news world” 
and how it can dehumanize. A young 
prostitute’s warning to other girls, on our back 
cover, is a tough true story from that world. 


Welcome to writer Laurie McCullough for 
his story Lucky on page 9. Laurie has submitted 
some other fiction that we can look forward to 
soon. Mike Walters has selected some more 
poetry for us on page 10. 


Last issue we featured a story about a 
Food Not Bombs group of young people in 
Calgary, this time Penelope Timleck talks on 
page 8 about the Edmonton chapter who are 
also serving food for free. 

Calgary writer Candy Watson did the 
drew us more cartoo y 
of Vancouver. Fellow Vancouverite Susan 
Andrews contributed the crossword again. 


Welcome to new 
Edmonton assistant 
editor & other staff 


ur Voice in Edmonton is bringing on 

a new assistant editor, and four other 
staff to assist with distributing and 
administering the paper. Veteran freelance writer, 
and long-time contributor, Tom Hind is now the 
assistant editor for the Edmonton area. Wendy 
Macpherson, Sheila Humble, Allison Tallow 
and Doreen Lesperance are also now on board, 
thanks to grant s for the next several 
Macpherson has also recently 
joined staff as an adppihistrative assistant. + 
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for any submission. No part of this newspaper may be 
reproduced in any form without written permission from 
OUR VOICE. 


Opinions expressed in this newspaper are not necessarily 
those of OUR VOICE, the editors or publishers. + 
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Inner City 


Tuberculosis on 


. 
ws BY MICHAEL WALTE 
VOICE 
Me 
wast! ‘Tuesday July 9, 1996. We 
1996 =e: er i : 
GG kay everybody!” Brian’s voice echoed \ 
. through the drop-in hall at Bissell ( 
Centre. “There’s some media people t 
comin’ down with cameras, so if you don’t want to today 
p be seen, keep your heads down.” on evı 
H Į walked up to a reporter from C.B.C., and asked the Ec 
0 him what they were up to. He told me they were to see 
T doing a story on an outbreak of tuberculosis in the “Ye 
0 inner city. It didn’t seem like much of a revelation “Ye 
S to me. It’s the inner city where poor and unhealthy kind € 
i people live. The living conditions are comparable to They 
x that of a third world nation. People who live and morni 
y Work in the inner city are tested for the disease on a E 
regular basis. a 
4 il claim: 
, However, the media visit did tie in with a memo he di 
y that was passed through the centre early in the day Tl 
D Apparently one of the clients, an Our Voice vendor A The police and news media blitz for one fellow suspected of having tuberculosis. of till 
actually, missed an appointment in his treatment comp 
for the T.B. he was suffering from earlier in the year. ae l . He. mae and p 
We were advised to direct him toward completion of was to structure the reality of the situation so it inhibited by his potential illness, or they would intel 
his treatment, so as to prevent any spread of the dis- would be worth putting on their news programs or have taken him by force. The longer this lasted the - 
ease. Seemed fair. in their newspapers. “Rabid T.B. carrier nabbed by more the media had to build on. Fortunately As 
A few minutes later we heard a bit of an uproar in police!” Whew! The news-following world would be though, an am bulance soon pulled into the parking ie 3 
the drop-in again. I looked relieved to hear that this dan- lot. With this, the man pushed aside resistance and —culllec 
out to see (imine Saat eee gerous, infectious man made his own way into the back of the ambulance one : 
TV camera and the reporter would be off the streets. and they hauled him away. red m 
hurrying up the stairs out of I decided to walk around The large crowd of reporters and camera people [ti 
the building. and ask the media on handa slowly began to disperse. They were off to write SO ser 
L followed to see what was few questions. I approached their stories and to edit their tapes. They would tell  €TaS V 
going on. I was suprised to see a camera man from BRE the story, and show the city their own picture of becor 
> aa who was standing closest to — reality. I don’t think one single reporter actually himst 
from every major media outlet the situation. talked to the man who was hauled aw ay by the I te 
srthe city parked out front. “Do you feel that you're at authorities, a man whose unnoticed life was about he ha 
Amd eee all impinging on this man’s tO be blown out of proportion. an un 
were two police cars and four cgay By what you're vee 
cops standing at the far end of doing: 
the building. They had some- “I’m just doing my job,” he és 
body surrounded, It was the fellow who'd had T.B. answered. He kept focused on the poor, con- When 
The cops were all decked out in protective face masks fused fellow backed up against the wall. rushe 
and rubber gloves and stood back from our man. I walked over to a woman standing nearby ee 
The most amazing sight however, was the media with a microphone and a notepad in her hand. ze A 
circus in the parking lot. The cameras were trained “How come when something positive hap- pills i 
on this quiet man like he was some kind of sick ani- pens down here, you guys are never even close to th 
mal. As I stood and watched all of these TV and to this noticeable?” I asked the woman. aes 
newspaper people in action, it sickened me. They She looked at me briefly with a smirk before hada 
were stomping all over this man’s dignity. What she answered. “We come down for some of the prove 
interest did they possibly have in a sick man who meals and things from time to time.” s 
lived in the inner city? How is that newsworthy? = A do 
They were so intent on videotaping the police Soe Piou: eti 
7 ping the | 
apprehend this man that they displayed no real Meanwhile the police were still trying to ew 
concern for the man himself. Their only concern convince the man to come with them, but brot 


were having no luck. They obviously felt a ae = : ä back 


‘Diary 


elevision 


T ERS 
Wednesday July 10, 1996 


was sitting quietly in my office when Dick 

(that’s what IIl call him) walked in. Dick was 

the center of attention the day before, and 
today he was a famous man. He was the top story 
on every channel’s news and on the front page of 
the Edmonton Journal that morning. I was suprised 
to see him standing in front of me. 


“You're a famous man,” I said to him. 


“Yeah someone told me I was in the paper.” He 
kind oflaughed. “I just missed my final check-up. 
They gave me a chest x-ray and a blood test this 
morning and then let me go.” 


| asked him what the deal was with the T.B. 

claims. He told me that the tests were negative and 
"have T.B. anymore. 

TH PON 
of timein this man’s life and made it 
complete hell. They stole his dignity 
and portrayed him as unclean and 
inhuman for no apparent reason at all. 


e and the Edmonton 1 


“As soon as I was in the ambulance 
the cops slammed me onto my face and 
cuffed my hands behind my back.” He 
held out his wrists and displayed the 
red marks left. “F**kin’ cops.” 

I thought of how the police were 
so sensitive and gentle when the cam- 
eras were on them. They must have 
become frustrated once Dick gave 
himself up. 

I told him how unfairly I thought 
he had been treated, and that it was 
an unfortunate and disgusting thing 
that happened. He sort of shrugged it off. He knew 
there was nothing he could do about it now. 


Now he had other concerns. He told me that 
when his brother heard the story on the news, he 
rushed over to Dick’s place and took their mother. 
Dick lived with and cared for his eighty-eight year- 
old mother. He woke up at five every morning to 
feed her and give her heart pills. He helped with the 
pills three times a day, every day. Now he had to go 
to the trouble of trying to get his mother back from 
a brother he has poor relations with. His mother 
had also been recently tested for T.B. and the test 
proved she was free of the disease too. 


So he handed me a little money he had bor- 
rowed from his street brothers. He needed to buy a 
few papers to sell in order to take a cab to his 
brother's place. He had to try and bring his mother 
back home. 


vedia took a period — 


When Dick left, I sat feeling quite angered by 
what had occurred over the last two days. None of it 
seemed to make any sense. Because of some suspi- 
cion, and incorrect information, there was an explo- 
sion in one innocent man’s life. The police came, 
the TV stations came and the newspapers came, and 
they decided to tell the whole city about this man, 
and what they thought he was. It’s funny that after 
all of this, there isn’t anybody who knows a thing 
about what turned out to be the reality. Most unfor- 
tunate, however, is that nobody, especially the 
major media and the police, will care what they did 
to Dick, or what his realities are. 


All of my diary entries up until now have pretty 
much been descriptions of human observations. These 
observations bred emotions in me. I felt that the best 
way to articulate these emotions was to remain focused 


nner city, and o 


A e auras tha urround their lives. 


Behind all of my reflections, and a certain amount of 
sadness, I’ve always attempted to leave a generally posi- 
tive overtone. I feel it is important to make people seem 
as good as they actually are, and to describe their lives 
in a manner as true to real as I could understand. My 
intention was never to rewrite people’s lives, or overlook 
the real stories. It is so important to try and look back 
down the roads that people travel en route to where they 
have ended up. It seems to me that this is where you 
find the honesty, the dignity and the realism. This is 
where you learn the real story. 

Michael Walters works distributing newspapers 
to Our Voice vendors in Edmonton, and is a 
frequent contributor to the paper and editor of 
the poetry page. + 
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gE TO DAILY LIVING LTD. 


FOAM CORE + 40” X 60” + PLAQUE 
No Minimum Charge 


BY PENELOPE TINLGECK 


“ lot of good people who are 
well-educated are hungry,” says 
James McAtamney. 
He used to be a baker before deciding to try 
his hand at photography. But the career change 


testing, and since then 


“You can’t do absolutely everything. If you 
can just ride the bus, eat less meat (or) if you 
can help with something like Food Not Bombs . 
. . instead of just saying the problem is too big 
and I can’t do anything,” says Mackie. 


“I think this gives people the feeling they can 


person can have. People 
help themselves and are 
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A Calgary group’s efforts, 
and struggles with loca- 
tion in that city, was fea- 
tured in last month’s 
Our Voice. Food Not 
Bombs chapters can be 
found in almost every 
major city in Canada 
and the United States, 
says Kozub. 


Getting started on 
the project took awhile. 
“We tossed around ideas 
for way too long and 
then we just decided to 
go ahead and do it,” 
says Kozub. 


They held a benefit concert to raise funds to 
purchase the necessary kitchen equipment, and 
served their first meal last summer. 

Laurel Mackie, 19, is another founding mem- 
ber who says she thinks everyone has some- 
thing to contribute to society and should. 


A Chris Watson juggles for his supper. 


own food to share, pro- 
viding it is vegetarian. 
Although not all group 
members are vegetarians, 
Food Not Bombs believes 
meat is wasteful, says 
Kozub. Instead of using 
crops to feed cattle, the 
grain could be used to 
feed people, he says. 
“We are trying to work 
against being wasteful, it 
would be hypocritical... 
and also we don’t like to 
kill nice little animals, “ 
he says. 


d 


The group has been setting up information 
tables at various events around the city and 
hopes to raise awareness about poverty and 
recruit new volunteers, says Kozub. 


If you are interested in getting involved with 
Food Not Bombs, please call (403) 988-3521. + 
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t felt like I was about to die, 
and it looked pretty good. 
The rush came up my back, 
like a pretty woman’s fingers 
sneaking into your clothes. You 
don’t notice, to begin with. 
Pretty soon you don’t notice 


D Woma ame was eToON 


L fell in love. 
Till death do us part. 


She has friends. Powerful friends. 
Friends like Morphine, 
an artificial sister 
named Demerol. Demerol............... the mother 
of every dream you can hope to have. Their 
mother is opium. People smoke opium in pipes. 
From that comes the expression ‘pipe dreams’. 

But I don’t smoke a thing. I like outfits. I like 
watching hard, stainless steel. Piercing my skin 
and piercing my vein. Stinging, with the 
promise of what’s coming. 

Right now. 

The good things in life need cunning. There’s 
nothing I wouldn’t steal, nobody I wouldn’t 


hurt, no lie I couldn’t tell, no confidence I 
wouldn’t betray to be close to my lover. 


Heroin. 


I accept what I am, because I have to. I am 
driven by need. I don’t love my darling as any- 
one loves a woman. I don’t love her as those 
who love the mythical deity. I don’t love her as 
those who love honour, respect, truth. I don’t 
love her as those who love their children. 


I love her as the everything she is. 


One day, someone will catch up with me for 
the things I do to be close to my lover. All the 
ime ole he people I cheated, all the lies 
o get what I need, will come home. » 
Someone will send me a hot-shot. 


I'll grab it the way lonely people answer tele- 
phones. A hot-shot is the purest of the pure. It'll 
kill me. I'll feel it as it seizes my heart. I will 
have the privilege of knowing I’m about to die. 

I won't care. 

I'll be filled with joy. Joy for the way my 
lover makes me feel. Joy for the love I never got. 
Joy for the love I never gave. Joy for escaping 
my lover. She hasn’t been good to me. I’d do 
things for her I don’t want to remember. I’m 
tired of two hundred dollar days. 


My death will be a joyous event, 
WEE A when I die, I will die happy. 


You should be so lucky. + 
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This love I left behind. 
I wish I could go back, 


to the warmth, and comfort that she gave. 
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CHEER UP, THINGS 
COULD BE WORSE. 
THAT'S TH 
TROVBLE. 


Look ON THE -pha SMILE AND Ee wien se WORLD 
— You CANI wi fetes wien se WITH YOU... 


YeAH. GRIN 
AND BEAR IT, 


CAN You (No, I SUREV WHAT? 
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‘He'll give vou the world: 
No, he'll tear it apart ° 


VOICE 
‘Ve decided to write your the city was exciting, especially the downtown which out some important information. I found out later AUGUST | 
š was happening. that this line of work is not so glamorous. I met my 
newspaper because I read it But then I got sick and tired of being broke and liv- pimp that night. He seemed so nice and sweet. But it 1996 
all the time and I love most ing in the shelter. A friend and I decided we would go Was just a mask. A couple of days later, I moved with e 
: ; out and make some quick money. I did it once before, MY PUMP to Vancouver. The day before I moved to 
of your articles. I don’t care if so I thought it would be no big deal. But I didn’t sr had a bad date. A john took me to a 
j ink by the f the night I’d have a pi sraveyard, beat me up and raped me é j 
this doesn’t get in hk the eOe EE EE ee . nme peat ee 


To make a long story short, the 
thing I want to get across to all 
young girls is that this life isn’t 
glamorous. If I didn’t come 
home with the amount of 
money my pimp wanted I'd get 
hot coat hangers struck across 
my back, or a hot curling iron 

private. ANG. dally Deal- 
aa 
and blue he still would make 
me go work. If I had a bad date, 
I'd be at work the next day. 


the newspaper, it’s 
just that I’m in the 
women’s shelter 
and every time 

I look out the 
window I see 
hookers working. 


I feel so bad for them ‘cause 
| was in their shoes once. Yes, 
I’ve been sexually assaulted 
quite a few times. But I was 
never physically or sexually 
assaulted by my family. That’s 
not at all why I made the 
streets my home. I never could 
get along with my parents. | 
was very rebellious when | was 
younger, always sneaking out 
of my house, not coming home 
on weekends, drinking, smok- 
ing pot and running away. 
When I turned 16 my parents got sick and tired of the 
crap. But anyways when I just turned 17 my parents 
kicked me out of the house again and I went to the 
women’s shelter. Of course, I’m a small town girl, so 


A girl used to stand right across 
from me and she got sliced up 
so bad by a bad date that they 
had to identify her by her den- 
tal records. 

Į also got hooked on cocaine. 


All I want to say to all the 
young girls out there is, any 
man who says if you just stand 
out on a street corner and he'll 
give you the world is lying. 
: He’ll tear it apart. No woman 
We went on the drag, stopped and talked to a =. n gar : 

š deserves to be treated like the way I was. It may be 

hooker. She told us we couldn’t work the streets REA in S : 
; ; ; ; easy money, but it is not an easy life. 

unless we had a pimp. She explained everything to us, ; : i 
about how it would be like if we started working for 
her man. She made it seem so glamorous. But she left å 


Sincerely, a concerned young girl, 18 years old. + 
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